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Australia to rebuild Fiji markets destroyed by Tropical Cyclone Winston

Friday 19 August

Rakiraki Market is among several markets in Fiji that will benefit from Australian Government assistance to rebuild market facilities and vendor accommodation that were damaged or destroyed by Tropical Cyclone Winston.  The assistance will be delivered through the Australian-funded UN Women Markets for Change project.

In addition to repairing and rebuilding several markets, 1,580 farmers in Rakiraki and seven other markets across Fiji will receive seeds, farming tools, fertiliser and insecticide to help with regrowing crops.

Australia’s Minister for International Development and the Pacific, Senator the Hon Concetta Fierravanti-Wells, announced the assistance today while visiting Rakiraki Market with Minister for Local Government, the Hon Parveen Bala Kumar.

“Markets like these provide an opportunity for people to earn an income and to support their families and communities,” Senator Fierravanti-Wells said. 

She acknowledged the work of the Fiji Government, through its Ministry of Local Government, Rakiraki Town Council, Rakiraki Market Vendors Association and UN Women for their efforts in keeping Rakiraki Market operating after the market building and women’s accommodation centre were destroyed by Tropical Cyclone Winston.  

“This marketplace is an example of how the resilient people of Fiji are picking up the pieces, rebuilding their lives and rebuilding their communities,” she added.

Since February, market vendors have been using a temporary market space made up of a half-built market building and a number of tents provided by UN Women with funding from the Australian Government.

The President of the Rakiraki Markets Vendors Association, Varanisese Maisamoa, explained Tropical Cyclone Winston’s heavy impact on Rakiraki Market has made conditions difficult for vendors, both in terms of earning the money they need to 
cover their families’ immediate needs and accessing ongoing economic opportunities to help them recover in the long term.

“We have gone through a lot of losses for our business, in particular suffering caused by the loss of our main source of income source, which is the market.  I thank the 


Australian Government for the funds to rebuild the Rakiraki Market.  If it was not for this support, it wouldn’t be possible to continue our business," she said.

Rakiraki Market is the first of several markets the Australian Government intends to assist, with others currently being discussed with the Fiji Government.  The Australian Government is committed to ensuring new market structures are resilient to future disasters and accessible to all, including people with disabilities.  Whilst rebuilding is occurring, temporary shelters will be in place to allow markets to continue operation.

Minister Bala Kumar also thanked the Australian Government and UN Women, and said the construction of the new markets and vendor accommodation will greatly assist farmers and market vendors to sell fresh farm produce. 

“My Ministry sees this development as one that will not only promote micro-enterprise businesses, but also support food security, promote agriculture and attract more people to Rakiraki for shopping,” Minister Bala Kumar said. 

The assistance will be funded by Australia’s FJ$53 million package of assistance to Fiji following Tropical Cyclone Winston.
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For any further information, please contact:

Merewalesi Nailatikau, Media and Communications, Australian High Commission,
Merewalesi.Nailatikau@dfat.gov.au / 7071258 

Arin Kumar, Media Liaison Officer, Ministry of Ministry of Local Government, Urban Development, Housing & Environment, arin.kumar@govnet.gov.fj / 9906909

Ellie van Baaren, UN Women, Communications and Advocacy Consultant, ellie.vanbaaren@unwomen.org / 3301178 / +64 21 774 831 
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