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Timely boost for Fiji Red Cross ahead of cyclone season
The Australian Government is pleased to announce that will provide over FJ$1 million to the Fiji Red Cross Society (FRCS) to strengthen preparedness and response efforts in Fiji. This funding is being provided through Australia’s Fiji Community Development Program (FCDP).
The Fiji Red Cross is the largest humanitarian organisation in Fiji with a major role in disaster preparedness and response. With a proven record of reaching affected communities within 24 to 48 hours following an emergency, the Fiji Red Cross is a recognised member of Fiji’s National Disaster Management Council.
As part of its preparedness and response mandate under the Fiji National Disaster Management Plan, the Fiji Red Cross stores and distributes non-food Items and provides emergency shelter after disasters.  All 16 Fiji Red Cross branches nation-wide have a minimum of one container with supplies to support nearby communities following disasters. With Australia’s support, the Fiji Red Cross distributed these supplies following TC Winston, providing much needed relief.
Australia’s additional funding will enable the Fiji Red Cross to strengthen its preparedness efforts in the Eastern, Northern, Western and Central Divisions. An important focus will be to strategically position structures in maritime zones in preparation for future disasters. This will include the construction and stocking, for the first time, of new storage and office spaces in Rotuma, Koro, Vanuabalavu, Lakeba, Rabi and Kadavu.  The new offices will also enable the Fiji Red Cross to facilitate disaster preparedness activities with local communities and act as Emergency Operations Centres following a disaster.  Three priority Fiji Red Cross Disaster Preparedness Containers will also be replenished before the 2016 cyclone season in Korovou, Lautoka and Savusavu. 
Fiji Red Cross Director General, Filipe Nainoca, said, “This unique agreement will extend the reach of the Fiji Red Cross to the Maritime Zone while strengthening the infrastructure of existing branches throughout Fiji.  The Fiji Red Cross is very thankful to the Australian Government and its Fiji Community Development Program for funding this project. Each container and storage facility will contain non-food items, including clothing, tarpaulins, kitchen and hardware utensils and shelter kits.”
This support for the Fiji Red Cross comes in addition to the FJ$2.11 million that Australia’s Fiji Community Development Program provided to 10 local civil society organisations to assist in the TC Winston emergency response. This funding contributed to medical outreach, water and sanitation, shelter, psychological first aid and counselling, food security and child protection. 
Australian High Commissioner to Fiji, Margaret Twomey, said, “The Australian Government is pleased to assist the Fiji Red Cross in its efforts to respond faster and reach further in meeting the needs of affected communities during and after a disaster. This support will also enable the Fiji Red Cross to work with communities to strengthen their disaster preparedness and response capacity. We will also continue to work closely with the Fiji Government to ensure the recovery and rehabilitation of TC Winston affected communities.”  
The official agreement launch will be on Thursday 22 September at 10am at the Fiji Red Cross Office at Gorrie Street, Suva. Media organisations are invited to send representatives for the event.  
For further information please contact:
Sunayna Nandni -   Communications Officer, FCDP (679 9306750) or sunayna.nandni@fcdpfiji.org
Seru Nasedra  - Communications Assistant FRCS (679 331 4133) or comsassistant@redcross.com.fj
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